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AIG Program Identification Overview

Pender County Schools has an Academically and Intellectually Gifted Program for grades K-12. This program serves those exceptional children in our school system who possess such superior academic and cognitive abilities that they require special education to meet their unique needs. Identification of children in grades 4-12 is ongoing throughout the year and involves meeting multiple criteria in several different areas.

Gifted students perform or show the potential to perform at substantially high levels of accomplishment when compared with others of their age, experience, and/or environment. Gifted students exhibit high performance capability in intellectual areas, specific academic fields, or in both intellectual areas and specific academic fields. Gifted students require differentiated education services beyond those ordinarily provided by the regular educational program. Outstanding abilities are present in students from all cultural groups and across economic areas.

Identification FAQs
How do students become identified as AIG?

Students are identified as gifted at the end of third or beginning of fourth grades. Prior to this time, students receive nurturing services but are not formally identified. During third grade, students take the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT). This test is administered to third graders to collect information regarding their strengths and areas for improvement. The results of this test will assist teachers in understanding the learning styles of each student, which will impact instructional planning in the classroom. Teachers use CogAT scores to help students learn more effectively. AIG Coaches can use CogAT scores as one component of AIG identification. 
Fourth-twelfth grade students can also be referred for identification throughout the year. School personnel, parents/guardians, and students themselves may refer a child or request screening for identification. The person making this request should contact the AIG Coach for the school and complete a Referral Form. Once this form has been completed, the AIG Coach will contact the parent/guardian for permission to administer an abilities and/or achievement test, if necessary, and determine which other criteria for identification the student has met. 

If students demonstrate evidence of giftedness if three of the four categories (Aptitude/Ability, Achievement, Performance, and Observation of Gifted Characteristics), they may be identified as AIG. The AIG Coach will meet with the parents/guardians and other interested parties to discuss the criteria and explain the decision regarding identification. Parent/Guardian permission to participate in the AIG program is required for identification, which will be obtained for applicable students at this meeting. Also at this meeting, service options for identified students will be discussed and a parent/guardian will sign acknowledging these services will be received. Students who are identified will have a letter added to their cumulative folder stating their area of giftedness as well as the date identified.
In what areas are students identified?

AIG students may be identified as gifted in Reading, Math, Reading and Math, or Nonverbal. The determination regarding a student’s area of giftedness will be made based on the criteria used for identification. The AIG Coach will explain the evidence used and the rationale for identification when meeting with the parent/guardian. 
When are students identified as AIG?

Students may be officially identified in grades 4-12. Identification occurs at the end of third grade or beginning of fourth grade. Students may be referred for screening at any time throughout the school year. A person wishing to refer a student for identification should contact the school’s AIG Coach. 

What happens once students are identified?

Once a student has been identified as AIG and permission to participate in the AIG program has been signed by a parent/guardian, he/she will receive the services as described in his/her Service and Curricular Accommodations/Advanced Differentiated Education Plan (ADEP). An annual review of each student’s progress will be made and services for the upcoming year will be discussed. Services can be modified throughout the school year as long as a parent/guardian has been informed of this decision and signs an updated ADEP. 
Can students be removed from the AIG program?

A student can only be exited from the AIG program by his/her parent/guardian. If a parent/guardian wishes to exit his/her child from the program, a meeting with the AIG Coach must be held. The parent/guardian will sign the Student Identification Record/ Differentiated Education Plan (DEP) stating the desire to remove the child from the program. Students who are exited from the AIG program will no longer receive services. 
My child is grouped in classes with AIG students. Has he/she been identified as gifted?

High-performing students grouped in cluster group classes with AIG students have not been identified as gifted merely by being included in these classes. These students are receiving nurturing services but have not been identified as AIG. Identification in the AIG program requires referral for screening and a determination of whether a student meets the criteria to be identified.
My child was nominated for Duke TIP. Has he/she been identified as gifted?

Students are nominated for Duke TIP in fourth, fifth, and seventh grades. These nominations are based on students’ End of Grade test scores and other criteria as set forth by Duke TIP. To be nominated for Duke TIP, students only need to meet one criteria or have one eligible test score. AIG identification in PCS’ program requires evidence in three of the four categories (Aptitude/Ability, Achievement, Performance, and Observation of Gifted Characteristics). Therefore, a student may meet the criteria for nomination in Duke TIP while not meeting the criteria for AIG identification. 
Whom should I contact to receive more information about the program?

 If you would like more information regarding PCS’s AIG program, contact the AIG Coach for your school. AIG Coaches may be contacted through their school webpages or at school as well as through the county’s AIG webpage. 
