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Procedure to Resolve Disagreements

Level I: School Site Review

[image: image4.wmf]If parents/guardians have a disagreement concerning screening, identification, or services, they shall first request a meeting with the principal, AIG Coach, and the child’s teacher. 

Level II: Administrative Review

If the disagreement is not resolved at the school site, the parents may appeal within 10 days to the Supervisor of the AIG Program. He or she will review and respond to the case within 10 days of receipt of the appeal. If necessary, the Assistant Superintendent will be consulted. 

Level III: Mediation

If an agreement cannot be reached administratively, the school system will arrange for mediation with an impartial facilitator within 10 days. 

Level IV: School Board Review

If mediation does not resolve the dispute, the parents may appeal to the PCS Board of Education in writing within 10 days of the mediation. The Board will offer final written decision within 30 days. 

Level V: Administrative Law Hearing

If the Board’s decision fails to resolve the disagreement satisfactorily, the parents may file a petition for a contested case hearing under Article 3 of Chapter 150B of General Statutes. The scope of the hearing will be limited to consideration of (1) whether the local school administrative unit improperly failed to identify the child as an academically or intellectually gifted student, or (2) whether the local plan of services for the student has been implemented appropriately.  
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We will facilitate the enrichment, extension, and acceleration of the curriculum for high-achieving and gifted learners.
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The mission of the Academic and Intellectually Gifted Program is to help students have more questions than answers and nurture a love of discovery. We encourage students to be a constant source of energy to seek answers thereby creating lifelong learners.
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A.I.G.


Academically and Intellectually Gifted Program 





Welcome to  Pender County Gifted Services! 


Pender County Schools has an Academically and Intellectually Gifted Program for grades K-12. This program serves those exceptional children in our school system who possess such superior academic and cognitive abilities that they require special education to meet their unique needs. Identification of children in grades 4-12 is ongoing throughout the year and involves meeting multiple criteria in several different areas.


Gifted students perform or show the potential to perform at substantially high levels of accomplishment when compared with others of their age, experience, and/or environment. Gifted students exhibit high performance capability in intellectual areas, specific academic fields, or in both intellectual areas and specific academic fields. Gifted students require differentiated education services beyond those ordinarily provided by the regular educational program. Outstanding abilities are present in students from all cultural groups and across economic areas.


 














Pender County Schools








Identification (includes evidence from three of the four categories) 
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Observation


-Renzulli Teacher Observation Scale





-AIG Coach Observation





-Interviews 











Performance


-EOC/EOG





-GPA (3.5 unweighted)





-Portfolio Samples





-Grades: yearly average in the area of identification











Aptitude/Ability


-CogAT scores (Cognitive Abilities Test)- 90th percentile or above





-OLSAT (Otis-Lennon School Ability Test)- 90th percentile or above





-NNAT2 (Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test- Second Edition)- 90th percentile or above





Achievement


-ITBS/ITED (Iowa Test of Basic Skills/Iowa Tests of Educational Development)- 90th percentile or above








Other nationally normed achievement test data will be reviewed for transfer students. 





Procedure to Resolve Disagreements


Level 1: School Site Review


If parents/guardians have a disagreement concerning screening, identification, or services, they shall first request a meeting with the principal, AIG Coach, and the child’s teacher. 


Level II: Administrative Review


If the disagreement is not resolved at the school site, the parents may appeal within 10 days to the supervisor of the AIG Program. He/She will review and respond to the case within ten days of receipt of the appeal. If necessary, the Assistant Superintendent will be consulted.


Level III: Mediation


If an agreement cannot be reached administratively, the school system will arrange for mediation with an impartial facilitator within ten days. 


Level IV: School Board Review


If mediation does not resolve the dispute, the parents/guardians may appeal to the PCS Board of Education in writing within ten days of the mediation. The Board will offer final written decision within 30 days.


Level V: Administrative Law Hearing


If the Board’s decision fails to resolve the disagreement satisfactorily, the parents/guardians may file a petition for a contested case hearing under Article 3 of Chapter 150B of General Statutes. The scope of the hearing will be limited to consideration of (1) whether the local school administrative unit improperly failed to identify the child as an Academically or Intellectually Gifted student, or (2) whether the local plan of services for the student has been implemented appropriately. 
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Gifted Students…


Sometimes have a difficult time fitting in socially


Can be advanced intellectually, but not physically (they think like a 15 year old, but act like the 8 year old that they are)


May hide their giftedness because they fear not being able to fit (especially gifted math students- it’s easier to hide)


May suffer from depression


Are often “left-behind” because they are not challenged/pushed enough


Exhibit perfectionism (certain things have to be perfect)


Can be twice-exceptional (ADD AND gifted or autistic AND gifted)


Can have learning disabilities


May drop out of college if not adequately challenged in grade school





Thank you for taking the time to learn about the Gifted Program in Pender County! If you have any questions, please contact the AIG Coach for your school.  




















