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Pender County Schools

Acceleration Guidelines
The determination to provide an acceleration option for a student is a school-based decision. A committee shall be formed at each school to review the student’s criteria and make recommendations based on what is best for the student. The committee shall include classroom teachers, the AIG Coach, an administrator, and the guidance counselor. The final decision regarding acceleration options for students will be made by the principal.
Considerations for Acceleration Options
Early admission into Kindergarten

· Students’ acceptance for early admission into kindergarten is a school-based decision made by the principal. Acceptance for early admission into kindergarten does not constitute identification or acceptance in the AIG Program. 

· See PCS Board Policy 6011 or NC State Board of Education Policy Manual- Policy Number GCS-J-001 for further information. (http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-J-001.asp?pri=01&cat=J&pol=001&acr=GCS) 

Grade skipping or grade acceleration

· Whole grade level advancement is determined in accordance with a student’s needs. Evidence must be provided to demonstrate a need for grade skipping or acceleration. 
· Examples of evidence may include: 

· Portfolio of student work

· Assessment data demonstrating mastery of skills at least two grade levels above current grade

· Input from classroom teachers (current and prospective)
· Questions to consider when making recommendation: 
· What evidence shows performance at an advanced rate?

· What types of differentiated instruction has the classroom teacher provided? Is this instruction not meeting the needs of the student?

· Has the AIG Coach been consulted and involved in planning lessons and activities for the student? Has this collaboration been effective? 
· Has the child been producing above grade level work in previous years? 

· In which academic areas is the child performing above grade level?

· Is the child performing above grade level in all subjects or in a particular subject? Is subject acceleration a better option?
· How will the student’s social and emotional needs be affected by grade skipping or acceleration? 

· If the committee determines there is a need for grade skipping, an acceleration plan must be completed. 

Subject acceleration

· Subject acceleration is determined in accordance with student need. Evidence must be provided to demonstrate a need for subject acceleration. 
· Examples of evidence may include:

· Portfolio of student work in the subject area being considered for acceleration

· Assessment data demonstrating mastery of skills at least two grade levels above current grade in the subject area being considered for acceleration

· Input from classroom teachers (current and prospective)
· Questions to consider when making recommendations:

· What evidence shows performance at an advanced rate in that subject area?

· What types of differentiated instruction has the classroom teacher provided? Has this collaboration been effective?
· Has the AIG Coach been consulted and involved in planning lessons and activities for the student? Has this collaboration been effective? 

· Has the child been producing above grade level work in previous years in the subject being considered for acceleration? 

· How will the student’s needs be met in the coming years? 

· How will the student’s social and emotional needs be affected by grade skipping or acceleration? 

· If the committee determines there is a need for subject acceleration in an elementary school setting, an acceleration plan must be completed. Information regarding how subject acceleration services will continue in the coming years should be included in this plan. 

· Middle school students taking high school classes must meet the established criteria as set forth by Pender County Schools. 

Advanced Placement Programs
· Criteria for enrollment in AP courses is established by each high school in conjunction with the College Board standards. Course options and criteria are available through the PCS High School Curriculum Guide (available online through the PCS website for each school).

Concurrent/Dual Enrollment

· Dual enrollment between elementary and middle or middle and high schools will be conducted as needed and available to serve a student. The decision for a student to be dually enrolled in two schools will be made by the principals of each school. Administrators at each school are also responsible for coordinating schedules, assessments, behavior plans, and transportation issues.  

· A student who would like to enroll in Cape Fear Community College or UNC-Wilmington must meet the criteria for high school students participating in a dual enrollment program. Further information regarding dual enrollment through CFCC and/or UNCW is available from the high school guidance department at each school. 
· Students may take college-level courses through “Huskins offerings” or “Gateway Programs,” which provide tuition-free courses through CFCC. A qualifying SAT or Accuplacer (CPT Exam) test may be required for acceptance depending on the course. More information is available from the high school guidance department at each school.  

· Rising ninth graders may apply for acceptance into Pender Early College High School. An application and interview are included as part of the acceptance process. If students are accepted into this school, they will take courses both on campus and through CFCC. At the end of five years, students will graduate with both a high school diploma and an associate’s degree. More information is available through the Dean of Students at PECHS. 
