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High School Courses in Middle School

Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, North Carolina middle school students can take high school courses in the areas of science, social studies, English, math, and foreign language and receive high school credit.  When students are successful in the courses, the course(s) will appear on the high school transcript and count towards graduation requirements, but they will not count in the student’s grade point average (GPA).  

Why do students take high school courses in middle school?

Our high schools offer a variety of college classes in high school at no charge to students.  By taking high school courses in middle school, students are able to earn additional college credits during their four years of high school.  These free college credits have weighted GPA points that can increase class rank for students. Our school board, superintendent, and principals all have the vision that every student will graduate with college credits.  

Other students are talented academically but find the traditional high school setting to be limiting; they graduate early to begin study in another setting or begin working.  Taking high school courses in middle school affords this opportunity. 

Who teaches the classes?

The courses must be taught by a teacher who is certified to teach high school courses.  There are three ways that middle schools are offering the courses.  1) Some middle schools have enough students in the course to have a qualified teacher instructing the class on the middle school campus.  2) Other middle schools will send students to the high school to take the course(s).  3) Still, other middle schools offer the courses through the online format North Carolina Virtual Public High School.  NCVPS courses are taught by a certified teacher who provides instruction, makes assignments, and communicates with students online.

Which students should take these classes?

Not every child is ready for the demands of high school courses in middle school.  This option is only for the student who has mastered middle school concepts and is ready to accelerate learning.  Middle school staff members look at a variety of factors, including state test scores, readiness assessment results, and grades, to recommend students who might be successful in one or more of these courses.  If the course(s) are taught online, students must be highly independent learners.  High school courses are one way that academically gifted students can advance their learning in middle school.  

What happens if the class is too hard?

If a student begins a high school course in middle school and decides that the course is too difficult, the student can drop the course within the first ten days of a semester class or the first twenty days of a year-long class.  After that period of time, the student must stay in the course and complete it.  However, students can decide to repeat the course(s) in high school if they are not satisfied with their grade and/or mastery of course objectives.  

Which class(es) should a student take?

Students who excel in math may take Algebra I in 7th or 8th grade.  Those who take Algebra I in 7th grade may take Geometry in 8th grade.  Algebra I has a state end-of-course test, and students must pass this End-of-Course test (EOC) in order to receive high school credit. Taking these math courses in middle school allows for a wide variety of advanced math and science in high school, including Statistics, Calculus and College Biology. Many middle schoolers take a basic course is Earth/Environmental Science, which does not have an EOC.  Students who are strong in language arts may take World History or Spanish I.  Neither of these courses has an EOC but does allow for advanced electives in the areas of English, social studies, and foreign language.  Other languages are offered in the online format. While English I is offered in some middle schools now, it is reserved for that top 5% of eighth graders who will want to take advanced English courses on a college campus during their high school career or those who have a need to graduate early.  
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